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ANIMALS GENERALLY  
 

Sections: 
6.04.010 Regulations. 
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6.04.030 Violation and penalty. 
 
6.04.010 Regulations. 
 
 A.  No stable, outhouse, building or accessory building used for the keeping or housing of animals or 
fowl shall be located within fifty (50) feet of any property line, nor within one hundred (100) feet of any 
neighboring residence or place of human inhabitation, and shall otherwise comply with the provisions of the 
zoning ordinance of the township. For purposes of this section, a building for keeping of animals or fowls may 
be within one hundred (100) feet of the residence of the owner of the property on which such animals are kept. 
 
 B.  No animals or fowl shall be grazed or otherwise used or maintained within ten (10) feet of any 
property line nor within one hundred (100) feet of any residence, private drinking well, or place of human 
habitation. 
 
 C.  The keeping or maintaining of horses and cows shall not be permitted on premises unless the 
following acreage conditions are maintained: A minimum of one acre for the first two animals and an additional 
minimum of one acre for each additional animal. For purposes of this section, "acreage" shall be defined as land 
which is usable and accessible for the keeping or maintaining of horses and cows. Surface water bodies shall 
not be included in the acreage calculations. Unusable land, as defined and set forth in the Recommended 
Guidelines For Home Animal Agriculture In Residential Areas leaflet issued by the Cooperative Extension 
Service of Cook College of Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey, leaflet No. 501 issued September 1982, 
shall not be counted in or toward the acreage calculation. 
 
 D.  All animals and fowl must be healthy and free from sickness or disease and all animals must be 
vaccinated for rabies with a certificate of vaccination kept on file. All large animals must be inspected by a 
doctor of veterinary medicine, and there must be on hand at all times a current report from such doctor as to the 
health of each such animal, and such examination and report shall be at the expense of the owner. With respect 
to horses, there shall be maintained on hand at all times a certificate from a doctor licensed to practice 
veterinarian medicine in the state of New Jersey to the effect that the horse or horses have received vaccinations 



for rabies and equine encephalitis and that the horse or horses have received a negative blood test for equine 
infectious anemia every two years. 
 
 E.  In the keeping, harboring or maintaining of animals and fowl, the Recommended Guidelines For 
Home Animals Agriculture In Residential Areas guidelines of Leaflet 501 published November 1982 by 
Rutgers University, attached to the ordinance codified in this chapter, is adopted as the standard and criteria for 
such keeping, harboring or maintaining, and incorporated herein by reference, with the following exceptions: 
 
  1. Manure may be stored in a pile not less than one hundred (100) feet from property lines or any 

residence or place of human habitation. The pile is not to exceed two hundred (200) square feet. 
(Exception from Rutgers, p. 2.) 

 
  2. The minimum lot size for horses and cattle shall be as listed in subsection C of this section. 

(Exception from Rutgers, p. 3-B.) 
 
  3. The minimum area for outside lots for horses and cattle shall be three thousand (3,000) square 

feet. (Exception from Rutgers, p. 5, Table 2.) 
 
  4. Fencing setbacks shall be ten (10) feet from a property line. (Exception from Rutgers, p. 3, Care 

and Management). 
 
 F.  The provisions of this chapter set forth in subsections (A) through (C) and (E)(4) shall apply to 
any persons keeping, harboring, or otherwise maintaining any animals or fowl in the township with the 
exception of pre-existing nonconforming uses which may continue provided that the nonconforming use is 
registered with the township clerk within two months of the publication of the passage of the ordinance codified 
in this chapter; and further provided that such nonconforming use shall, at a minimum, comply with the 
requirements of subsection (E)(3) of this section; and further that such nonconforming use shall not constitute a 
hazard to the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the township. All pre-existing nonconforming uses 
may not be expanded, shall immediately cease and terminate when such owner no longer has in his or her 
possession any such animals or fowl for a period of twelve (12) continuous months. When such pre-existing 
nonconforming use is discontinued for a period of twelve consecutive months, the nonconforming use shall 
presume to be abandoned, and the keeping, housing and maintaining of animals and fowl shall not thereafter be 
done except in conformance with the regulations of this chapter. 
 
 G.  Any property owner seeking a waiver from the provisions of this chapter may, upon at least ten 
(10) days notice, to property owners within two hundred (200) feet of the subject property, petition the township 
board of health for such waiver. The township board of health, in its discretion, for good cause shown, may 
waive or relax portions of this chapter in the interest of justice and to avert hardship.  
(Ord. 97-01 §§ 1--7) 
 
6.04.020 Enforcement.  
 

The provisions of this chapter shall be enforced by the Burlington County board of health, and by the 
township code enforcement officer working in conjunction with such board of health.  
(Ord. 97-01 § 8) 
 



6.04.030 Violation and penalty.  
 

Any person, persons, firm or corporation violating any of the provisions of this chapter shall be subject 
to a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500.00), in the discretion of the magistrate imposing such fine. 
Each and every day that a violation shall be found to exist shall constitute a separate violation of this chapter.  
(Ord. 2001-2(5); Ord. 97-01 § 9) 
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6.08.180 Duty to keep attacking animal after health board serves notice. 
6.08.190 Reporting animal attacks. 
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6.08.220 Disposition of public nuisances. 
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6.08.250 Striking or teasing a confined animal. 
6.08.260 Violations and penalties. 
 
6.08.010 Purpose.  
 

For the regulation and licensing of dogs within the township, in order to promote the public health, 
safety and welfare of the township, this chapter is enacted pursuant to Chapter 19, Title 4 of the Revised 
Statutes of the state of New Jersey.  
(Ord. 91-6 § 1 (part)) 
 
6.08.020 Definitions.  
 

As used in this chapter:  
 
"Animal control officer" means a certified municipal animal control officer or, in the absence of such 

officer, any person designed by the township to enforce the provisions of this chapter.  
 



"At large" means and refers to an animal off the premises of the owner and not securely fastened to a 
tether, leash, cord or chain or the like, not to exceed eight feet in length, held by its owner or other person 
capable of controlling such dog.  

 
"Dog" means any dog or dog hybrid, of either sex, whether or not neutered or spayed.  
 
"Dog of licensing age" means any dog which has attained the age of seven months or which possesses a 

set of permanent teeth.  
 
"Domestic animal" means any cat, dog and livestock other than poultry.  
 
"Kennel" means any establishment wherein or whereupon the business of boarding or selling dogs or 

breeding dogs for sale is carried on except a pet shop.  
 
"Licensing authority" means the agency or department of the township of Bass River or any designated 

representative thereof charged with administering the issuance or revocation of permits and licenses under the 
provisions of this chapter.  

 
"Neutered" means rendered permanently incapable of reproduction as certified by a licensed 

veterinarian.  
 
"Owner" with regard to proprietorship of a dog includes every person having a right of property in such 

dog and every person who has such dog in that person's keeping, or any person having custody and control of a 
dog. The keeping of a dog in one's custody and control shall raise a rebuttable presumption in any proceeding 
under this chapter that the person having custody and control of such dog is the owner.  

 
"Person" means any individual, corporation, partnership, organization, or other institution commonly 

recognized by law as a unit.  
 
"Potentially dangerous dog" means any dog or dog hybrid declared potentially dangerous by the 

municipal court pursuant to N.J.S.A. 4:19-23.  
 
"Pound" means an establishment for the confinement of dogs seized either under the provisions of this 

chapter or as otherwise provided by law.  
 
"Shelter" means any establishment wherein dogs are received, housed and distributed.  
 
"Vicious dog" means any dog or dog hybrid declared vicious by the municipal court pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 4:19-22.  
(Ord. 2001-2(6)(A)--(C); Ord. 91-6 § 2(1)) 
 
6.08.030 Vaccination requirement. 
 
 A.  Vaccination Requirements. No person shall own, keep, harbor or maintain any dog over seven 
months of age within the township of Bass River, unless such dog is vaccinated against rabies and licensed. 
 



 B.  Vaccination. All dogs shall be vaccinated against rabies by a licensed Veterinarian in accordance 
with the latest Compendium of Animal Rabies Vaccines and Recommendation for Immunization, published by 
the National Association of Public Health Veterinarians except as provided for hereinafter. 
 
 C.  Vaccination Certificate. A certificate of vaccination shall be issued to the owner of each dog so 
vaccinated by a licensed veterinarian. 
 
 D.  Exemptions. Any dog may be exempted from the requirements of such vaccination for a 
specified period of time by the local board of health upon presentation of a veterinarian certification stating that 
because of an infirmity, or other physical condition, or regime or therapy, the inoculation of such dogs shall be 
deemed inadvisable.  
(Ord. 91-6 § 2(2)) 
 
6.08.040 Licensing requirement. 
 
 A.  License Required -- Issuance. 
 
  1. No persons shall own, keep or harbor any dog within the township except in compliance with the 

provisions of this chapter and unless such person shall first obtain a license and official metal 
registration tag therefor issued by the board of health upon application by the owner, payment of 
the prescribed fee and proof of rabies vaccination as per state law. 

 
  2. The license which shall be issued by the board of health shall contain the name and address of 

the owners of such dog, a short description of the dog, indicating the breed, sex and markings, 
and also the number of such license and shall bear the signature of the board of health. 

 
  3. Licensing of animals other than dogs shall be indicated by ordinance. 
 
 B.  License To Be Annual -- Placement of Tag. Any person who shall own, keep or harbor a dog of 
licensing age in the township shall, in the month of January in each year, apply for and procure from the board 
of health a license and official metal registration tag for each such dog so owned, kept or harbored and shall 
place upon each dog a collar or harness with the registration tag securely fastened thereto. 
 
 C.  Fees, Expiration -- Exemption. 
 
  1. The annual municipal license fee to be paid by each individual to the township for each dog 

license shall be as set at three dollars and eighty cents ($3.80). In addition to the aforesaid fees, 
all applicable surcharges or fees required by the State of New Jersey shall also be paid.   

 
In all other respects, chapter 6.08 shall remain in full force and effect. 
 

  2. Dogs used as guides for blind persons and commonly known as Seeing Eye dogs shall be 
licensed and registered as other dogs as herein provided for, except that the owner or keeper of 
such dog shall not be required to pay any fee therefor. 

 
 D.  Time of Application. The owner of any newly acquired dog of licensing age or any dog which 



attains licensing age shall apply for a license and registration tag for such dog within ten (10) days after such 
acquisition or attainment. 
 
 E.  Disposition of Fees. License fees, registration tag fees and other moneys collected and received 
pursuant to this chapter shall be forwarded to the treasurer of the municipality within thirty (30) days after 
collection or receipt and shall be maintained in a special account to be used in accordance with the provisions of 
the New Jersey Statutes.  
(Ord. 91-6 § 2(3))  
(Ord. No. 2009-03, 9-21-09) 
 
6.08.050 Vicious and potentially dangerous dogs. 
 
 A.  Investigation. It is the duty of the animal control officer or other representative designated by the 
township to receive and investigate complaints involving attacks or bites by dogs, dog fighting activities, the 
training and encouragement of dogs to make unprovoked attacks upon persons or domestic animals or similar 
conduct. 
 
 B.  Responsibility for Costs. The owner of any dog which has been declared vicious or potentially 
dangerous pursuant to N.J.S.A. 4:19-17 et seq., shall be responsible for the actual costs and expenses of 
impounding and destroying the dog, convening the hearing, notices, and all related expenses incurred by the 
township. In the event that any dog is impounded pursuant to N.J.S.A. 4:19-17 et seq., in a facility other than 
the township pound, if there be one, the owner shall be responsible for all actual costs and expenses of 
impounding the dog regardless of whether the dog is declared vicious or potentially dangerous. 
 
 C.  License Required for Potentially Dangerous Dogs. No person shall keep or harbor any dog which 
has been declared potentially dangerous within the township without first obtaining from the township clerk a 
special municipal license therefore and complying with all the requirements of N.J.S.A. 4:19-17 et seq., this 
subsection, and the order of the panel. The fee for such special municipal potentially dangerous dog license 
shall be seven hundred dollars ($700.00) for each such license, per year. The board of health, when in 
accordance with the Uniform Statewide Municipal Registration System established by regulations of the New 
Jersey Department of Health, together with a red identification tag. Prior to the issuance of such license, the 
animal control officer shall verify to the township clerk that the owner of the dog has complied with the panel's 
order. 
 
 D.  Any person who owns, cares for or has under their control any dog or other animal which is 
known to have a vicious nature or one that has been trained as an attack or guard dog or animal, shall be 
required in addition to the foregoing, to present to the board of health proof of at least fifty thousand dollars 
($50,000.00) of liability insurance coverage, covering all acts of such animal.  
(Ord. 2001-2(6)(D); Ord. 91-6 § 2(4)) 
 
6.08.060 Removal of tag license.  
 

No person, except a police officer or an agent of the municipality engaged in the performance of his or 
her duties, shall remove a registration tag from the collar of any dog without the consent of the owner nor shall 
any person attach a registration tag to a dog for which it was not issued.  
(Ord. 91-6 § 2(5)) 



 
6.08.070 Running at large restricted.  
 

No dog shall run or be permitted by its owner to run any time at large within the limits of the township, 
except where such dog is being used by its owner for hunting purposes or in training for hunting purposes, in 
which case, the dog shall be maintained within the immediate custody of its owner or custodian.  

 
No person shall permit his or her animal or any animals under his or her control, whether or not on a 

tether, leash, cord or chain or the like, to go upon the lawn, yard or entrance walk or driveway of any private 
residence without the permission of the owner or other person having control of such private residence.  
(Ord. 91-6 § 2(6)) 
 
6.08.080 Disturbance of peace prohibited.  
 

No person who owns, keeps or harbors any dog shall suffer or permit such dog to bark, howl or cry 
habitually in such a manner as to constitute a nuisance.  
(Ord. 91-6 § 2(7)) 
 
6.08.090 Appointment of animal control officer.  
 

An animal control officer shall be appointed by the governing body in accordance with the requirements 
of N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.16(a) and 4:19-15(b). Such person so designated and appointed as animal control officer 
shall be entitled to be paid as compensation for services an amount established by the governing body and set 
forth in the Bass River salary ordinance.  
(Ord. 2001-2(6)(E); Ord. 91-6 § 2(8)) 
 
6.08.100 Annual canvass.  
 

The animal control officer shall annually cause a canvass to be made of all dogs owned, kept or 
harbored within the limits of the township, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.15.  
(Ord. 91-6 § 2(9)) 
 
6.08.110 Seizure and impounding. 
 
 A.  The animal control officer of the township shall take into custody and impound or cause to be 
taken into custody and impounded the following: 
 
  1. Any dog running at large within the limits of the township; 
 
  2. Any dog not licensed or tagged as provided in this chapter; 
 
  3. Any dog off the premises of the owner or of the person keeping or harboring the dog, which dog 

the animal control officer shall have reason to believe is a stray dog; 
 
  4. Any dog with a dangerous or vicious propensity or noticeably infected with rabies or bitten by a 

dog suspected of having rabies; 



 
  5. Any female dog in season off the premises of the owner or of the person keeping or harboring 

such dog; 
 
  6. Any cats creating a nuisance while off their property; 
 
  7. Any dog or other animal as authorized by the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40:19-15.16. 
 
 B.  In the event of a dog bite, the animal control officer shall work directly under the local board of 
health in all administrative and enforcement actions and in accordance with prescribed state statutes. 
 
 C.  If any dog or cat so seized wears a collar or harness having inscribed thereon or attached thereto 
the name and address of any person or a registration tag, or if the person keeping or harboring such dog or cat is 
known, the animal control officer shall forthwith serve upon the person whose address is given on the collar or 
on the owner or person keeping or harboring such dog or cat, if known, a notice in writing stating that the dog 
or cat has been seized and will become the subject of appropriate action in a manner approved by the 
Department of Health of the state of New Jersey if not claimed within seven days after the service of the notice. 
 
 D.  A notice under this section may be served either by delivering it to the person upon whom it is to 
be served or by leaving it at the person's usual or last known place of abode or at the address given on the collar 
or by forwarding it by post in a prepaid letter addressed to that person at his or her usual or last known place of 
abode or to the address given on the collar. 
 
 E.  When any dog or cat so seized has been detained for seven days after notice, when notice can be 
given as above set forth, or has been detained for seven days after seizure when no notice has been given as 
above set forth, and if the owner or person keeping or harboring such dog or cat has not claimed such dog or cat 
and not paid all expenses incurred by reason of its detention, which shall be not less than ten dollars ($10.00), 
together with maintenance cost at the rate of four dollars ($4.00) per day, and if the dog is unlicensed at the time 
of the seizure and the owner or person keeping or harboring such dog has not produced a license or registration 
tag for such dog, the animal control officer may take appropriate action in a manner approved by the 
Department of Health of the state of New Jersey and in accordance with the statutes of the state of New Jersey. 
 
 F.  The administration fee for a reclaimed animal shall be twenty-five dollars ($25.00) together with 
four dollars ($4.00) board per day.  
(Ord. 91-6 § 2(10)) 
 
6.08.120 Authority to enter upon premises.  
 

The animal control officer engaged in the performance of any duty under this chapter or the statutes of 
the state of New Jersey is authorized to enter upon any premises to seize and impound any dog or cat, or dogs or 
cats, which he may lawfully seize or impound when such officer is in immediate pursuit of such dog or cat, or 
dogs or cats, except upon the premises of the owner of the dog or cat, if such owner is present and forbids the 
same.  
(Ord. 91-6 § 2(11)) 
 
6.08.130 Hindrance of enforcement.  



 
It is unlawful for any person to hinder, molest or interfere with any one authorized or empowered to 

perform any duty under this chapter or of the statutes of New Jersey.  
(Ord. 91-6 § 2(12)) 
 
6.08.140 Curbing of animals.  
 

No person who shall own or be in charge of any animal shall cause, suffer, or allow such animal to soil, 
defile, defecate on or commit any nuisance on any common thoroughfare, sidewalk, passageway, by path, play 
area, park, or any other place where people congregate or walk, or upon any public property whatsoever, or 
upon any private property without the permission of the owner or person in control of such property. The 
restrictions in this section shall not apply to that portion of the street lying between the curb lines or upon the 
street surface, which shall be used to curb such animal, subject to the following restrictions: 

 
  A. The person who curbs such animal shall immediately remove all feces deposited by such animal 

in a sanitary manner approved by the board of health. 
 
  B. The feces removed from the aforesaid designated area shall be disposed of by the person owning 

or in charge of any animal curbed in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, in a sanitary 
manner approved by the board of health.  

(Ord. 91-6 § 2(13)) 
 
6.08.150 Confinement of animal which has attacked, scratched, or bitten.  
 

The board of health or any officer or inspector thereof, or member of the township police department 
may serve notice upon the owner or person in charge of a dog or any other animal which has or is suspected of 
having attacked, scratched, or bitten any person to confine the animal, at the expense of the owner or person in 
charge, on the premises of the owner or person in charge or at some other place designated in the notice for at 
least fifteen (15) days after such person was served with such notice. Within ten (10) days after the service of 
such notice, or upon such date designated by the board of health or its agent, veterinarian to ascertain whether 
such dog or animal is free from rabies. Within thirteen (13) days after the service of such notice the board of 
health must receive a report of the results of such examination. No dog or animal shall be released from such 
confinement until a certificate signed by a licensed veterinarian has been filed with the board of health attesting 
to rabies, and the board of health or its agent is issued a certificate of release. It shall be the duty of the owner or 
person in charge of any dog or other animal so confined to immediately notify the board of health, any office or 
inspector that such confined animal has died, and to retain such dead animal until the board of health or its 
agent has examined the dead animal and authorized its disposal.  
(Ord. 91-6 § 2(14)) 
 
6.08.160 Rights of officials to examine attacking animal.  
 

The township board of health or any other officer or inspector thereof shall be permitted by the owner or 
person in charge of a dog or other animal which has or is suspected of having attacked, scratched, or bitten a 
person, to examine the dog or other animal at any time, and daily, if desired, within a period of thirty (30) days 
after such attack, scratch, or bite occurred to determine whether the animal shows symptoms of rabies, and no 
person shall refuse, obstruct or interfere with the making of such examination.  



(Ord. 91-6 § 2(15)) 
 
6.08.170 Duty of owner to keep attacking animal.  
 

If the owner or person in charge of a dog or other animal knows or should know from the attendant 
circumstances, or is notified by anyone that such dog or animal has or is suspected of having attacked, 
scratched, or bitten any person, such owner or person in charge shall not for fifteen (15) days give away, sell, 
set loose, or in any way dispose of or cancel such dog or animal, whether alive or dead, unless the board of 
health or any officer or inspector thereof gives permission to do so.  
(Ord. 91-6 § 2(16)) 
 
6.08.180 Duty to keep attacking animal after health board serves notice.  
 

No person shall violate any of the provisions of Section 6.08.150 of this chapter by giving away, selling, 
setting loose, or in any way disposing of or concealing any such dog or animal, whether alive or dead, when 
confined pursuant to notice.  
(Ord. 91-6 § 2(17)) 
 
6.08.190 Reporting animal attacks.  
 

Every person who is attacked, scratched, or bitten by a dog or other animal, or the parent or guardian of 
any minor who is attacked, scratched, or bitten by a dog or other animal, or the owner or person in charge of 
any dog or other animal which has or is suspected of having attacked, scratched, or bitten any person, or any 
person having knowledge including treating physician and veterinarian that a dog or other animal has attacked, 
scratched, or bitten any person shall report the incident, the facts pertaining to the attack, scratch or bite and 
give their name and address to the board of health, any officer or inspector thereof, or the animal control officer 
or township police. The report shall be made within twelve (12) hours of such incident.  
(Ord. 91-6 § 2(18)) 
 
6.08.200 Muzzling of vicious animals.  
 

No person owning or in charge of any dog or other animal which has been known to be vicious by 
having previously attacked, scratched, or bitten any person or persons shall permit such dog or animal to be 
upon a public street or highway, or upon any premises other than those of the person owning such dog or animal 
or those of a person who has given permission to the owner to keep or harbor such dog or animal on his or her 
premises unless such dog or other animal wears a muzzle securely fastened over his or her jaws in such manner 
that he or she cannot bite.  
(Ord. 91-6 § 2(19)) 
 
6.08.210 Attack, scratch or bite constitutes violation.  
 

The person or persons owning or having charge over any dog or other animal which attacks, scratches, 
or bites any person shall be in violation of this chapter. Such person shall be in violation even if such attack, 
scratch or bite occurred on his or her private property over which he or she has control unless either the alleged 
offense occurred in the night-time or the victim of such attack, scratch or bite was illegally upon such private 
property. However, if the attack, scratch, or bite occurred on such private property, no person shall be in 



violation of this section so long as at the time of the alleged offense there was a sign or notice conspicuously 
posted adjacent to the usual entryway thereto, and the sign or notice in a readable manner states no trespassing 
and generally warns to beware of dog or other animal on such property. This section shall not apply if the 
victim of the attack, scratch or bite is the person who owns or is in charge of such dog or other animal or is a 
member of such person's family or resides with him or her.  
(Ord. 91-6 § 2(20)) 
 
6.08.220 Disposition of public nuisances.  
 

In addition to the provisions of Sections 16.08.200 and 16.08.210 of this chapter, any dog or other 
animal which has more than one occasion within a two year period attacked, scratched or bitten any person or 
has caused any reasonable person to be fearful for his or her own safety, by chasing, worrying, snapping or 
otherwise or which has habitually attacked other dogs or domestic animals is defined to be a public nuisance. 
Upon the filing of a complaint in the municipal court reciting such facts, the judge shall determine whether the 
dog or other animal shall be declared a public nuisance within the meaning of this chapter. When the 
complained of acts did not occur on the private property owned or under the control of the person owning or in 
charge of such dog or other animal, the judge shall order that the dog or other animal shall be prohibited from 
being upon any street, road or public place in the township unless securely muzzled and under leash. When the 
acts complained of occurred on such private property, the judge shall order the owner of such private property 
or person having control thereover to conspicuously post a sign or notice adjacent to all roadways bounding on 
such private property and adjacent to the usual entryway thereto which in a reasonable manner and readable 
manner states no trespassing or generally warns to beware of dog or other animal on such property. The judge 
may make such other order with respect to the disposition or destruction of any dog or other animal declared to 
be a public nuisance as he shall deem consistent with the provisions of this chapter and in the best interest of the 
health and welfare of the residents of the township. The provisions of this section shall not apply if the victim of 
any complained of act is the person who owns or is in charge of such dog or other animal or is a member of 
such person's family and resides with him or her.  
(Ord. 91-6 § 2(21)) 
 
6.08.230 Immediate destruction of certain dogs and other animals.  
 

Any dog or other animal which is or appears to be suffering from rabies or is immediately dangerous to 
the public or has been so badly injured that it cannot be helped by a licensed veterinarian or moved, may be 
destroyed in a humane manner by an officer or inspector of the board of health, animal control officer, or any 
member of the township police department. Any such dog or other animal may be destroyed by shooting with a 
rifle or handgun.  
(Ord. 91-6 § 2(22)) 
 
6.08.240 Notice to confine animals during rabies alert.  
 

Whenever the board of health has reason to believe or has been notified by the State Department of 
Health that there is a danger that rabies may spread within the township, the board of health, or any officer, 
inspector, or agent thereof may serve a notice in writing upon all persons within the township owning or having 
charge or any dog or other animal so far as the same may be known, requiring such person to confine such dog 
or other animal. In lieu of serving such written notice the board of health may cause a notice to be published in 
the official newspaper of the township. Any person owning or in charge of a dog or other animal which is 



subject to such notice and who does not comply with the orders and instructions of such notice shall be in 
violation of this chapter.  
(Ord. 91-6 § 2(23)) 
 
6.08.250 Striking or teasing a confined animal.  
 

No person shall strike or hit with any object or by persistent actions tease, torment or harass any dog or 
other animal which is confined by fence, chain, leash, or other means upon the private property of the owner or 
person in charge of such dog or other animal. Nothing in this section shall prevent a person from protecting 
himself or herself or others from any dog or other animal.  
(Ord. 91-6 § 2(24)) 
 
6.08.260 Violations and penalties.  
 

For a violation of any provisions of this chapter of the township the maximum penalty, upon conviction 
shall be one or more of the following: 

 
  1. Imprisonment in the county jail or in any place provided by the municipality for the detention of 

prisoners, for any term not exceeding ninety (90) days; or 
 
  2. By a fine not exceeding two thousand dollars ($2,000.00); or 
 
  3. By a period of community service not exceeding ninety (90) days. 
 
 B.  Any person convicted of the violation of any ordinance in the township may, in the discretion of 
the court by which he or she is convicted, and in default of the payment of any fine imposed therefor, be 
imprisoned in the county jail or place of detention provided by the municipality, for any term not exceeding 
ninety (90) days, or be required to perform community service for a period not exceeding ninety (90) days. 
 
 C.  Enforcement in a municipal court by way of prosecution for violations of this chapter shall not 
be exclusive and shall not preclude other remedies that may be available at law.  
(Ord. 2006-06 § 1 (part); Ord. 91-6 § 2(25)) 


